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home, and, if possible, to subdue their frastious wills. There are 
still others, who through dissipation, have become unfortunate in 
business, and have changed their names, and sought this seclusion 
from the society of friends and acquaintance, with whom they once 
had a fair and honorable standing. 1 have been told by such that 
they have very reputable connections in life, who know not where 
they are, but have supposed for years that they are dead — a reflection, 
I am sure, more desirable in many cases, than a knowledge of their 
true condition. 

I have been induced to make this statement of facts, that well- 
disposed persons, who may think the navy a desirable situation for 
themselves or friends, may know what the navy is. As for myself, 
did 1 wish to be almost sure of sending a friend to perdition, I would 
put him at an early age into the navy. He will be surrounded by a 
mass of any thing but the savor of true religion. Most of our ships 
have no provision for moral and religious instruction ; and, what is 
still worse to be lamented, as I believe, is the utter impossibility for 
a minister to be faithful to souls on board a man-of-war. The whole 
system is at open war with the very first principles of the gospel. 
The system is radically wrong, and most of its associations injurious 
in the extreme. Send a youth on board such a ship, and licentious- 
ness, and irreligion, and vain show meet him at the gang-way, and 
faithfully attend him, till, in nine cases out of ten, he becomes 
their relentless victim. 



A GLIMPSE AT OUR NAVY. 

Evils and Muses in the Naval and Merchant Service exposed. By 
William McNallt, formerly of the United Slates Navy. 1839. 

The spirit of this book is bad enough, very like that of the business 
in which its author had been engaged ; but, as he had ample means 
of information, and no conceivable motive for traducing his own pro- 
fession, we shall call him upon the stand as a proper and credible 
witness respecting the practices and general character of our navy. 

Mode of procuring Seamen. — "Seamen enlist for three years. 
There are always a number of crimps hanging round the rendezvous 
where the seamen ship, to induce them to do so, for which they 
receive a fee, not from the government, but from the seamen 
themselves. A bonus must be paid by them for permission to enter 
the service of their country. 

" Crimping is a word well understood by all persons acquainted 
with the navy; but to the uninitiated it will be necessary to explain 
it. A crimp is not a whit more respectable than a body-snatcher, 
and twin brother to one who bears nearly the same name, and is 
supported on the establishment of a certain class of females. The 
crimp persuades the seaman by fine stories to ship, tells him he will 
have three months' advance, gets him to affix his name to the articles, 
and if he is what is called a green hand, induces him to go on board 
the ship in which he has agreed to serve, for the purpose of looking 
at her. While there, the crimp produces the certificate of the man 
having entered at the rendezvous, which is given by the officer who 
ships the man to the crimp. When this order is once presented to 
the officer of the receiving ship, the sailor cannot again be permitted 
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to go on shore. The crimp or sailor landlord will then produce a 
bill against the man amounting to the whole of his three months' 
advance. Rarely have I seen or known a man to receive more than 
one or two dollars out of his three months' advance. 

" The shipping officers despise these crimps, although necessity 
compels them to use the vile creatures, for the same reason that 
noxious poisons are resorted to in medicine. The bowl for which 
one dollar is charged, is a vile decoction of rum and sugar with the 
addition of an egg, and not infrequently mixed with opium or some 
other drug that produces drunkenness and sleep, and in that manner 
they are frequently carried on board." 

Punishments in the Navt. — The practices of the navy are little 
known or suspected by the community at large ; but we quote one 
specimen to show how seamen are generally treated. The book 
before us is full of them ; and we might copy nearly half its pages 
to illustrate the cruelties inflicted upon them ; but we will select 
only one to let our readers see how frequent, arbitrary and severe 
are their punishments, and for what trivial offences. 

"One night, while the ship was on her way from Smyrna to 

Mahon, it fell calm, and the officer of the deck, Lieut H r, 

ordered the forecastle men and foretop men to man the fore clew 
garnets and buntlines, and stand by to haul up the foresail. The 
word was given, and the sail hauled up, but not so quickly as he 
wished it to be. The yards were braced sharp up, and, as there was 
no wind, the fore tack and sheet blocks caught in the lee fore rigging, 
on the ratlines, and a man had to clear them. Nothing, however, 
would be taken as an excuse, and he flogged the whole watch of the 
forecastle and foretop men, giving them one dozen each, and ordered 
them forward to set the sail again. It was set, and they were 
ordered to man the clew garnets and buntlines, to haul it up again. 
The lee clew caught in the rigging as before, and he flogged them 
all again. Once more the sail was set, and hauled up with the same 
results; in fact, it was a moral impossibility to run the lee clew right 
up, as the heavy blocks would catch in the rigging ; and the men 
were flogged three times, in less than one hour. There were eleven 
in the foretop, and twelve on the forecastle, making twenty-three 
men, punished with three dozen each, for no offence under the face 
of heaven." 

Punishments frequent and arbitrary. — " We, the crew, were 
drafted on board the United States ship, Fairfield, on the 3d of 
August, 1828, and from that time until she was paid off, which was 
in May, 1831, 1 do not believe that a single day elapsed that punish- 
ment, by flogging, did not take place, — at least, for the nine months 
that I remained on board, I can answer for the fact. At that time 
there was a custom in the service, directly contrary to law, whereby 
any officer of the deck could inflict punishment; but for the credit 
of the navy it must be told, that this has very seldom been the case 
of late years, for few captains will allow it, at the present day, to be 
done on board their vessels. This was not punishment with the 
cat, which the law directs to be the instrument of punishment, but 
with what is termed 'a colt;' this is a piece of eighteen-thread 
ratline, or one-inch rope, and generally has one or two hard twine 
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whippings upon each end. Twelve lashes with this, over a thin frock 
or shirt, gave greater pain and bruised the flesh more than the cat 
would have done; and it was with this instrument that the deck 
oflicers of the Fairfield punished the men, and there was no limit to 
the number of lashes, but just as many as it might please the officer 
to order — sometimes one, and at other times three dozen. Such 
punishment frequently brought the blood through the shirt, and often 
left the flesh black for two or three weeks, and then yellow for as 
many more, before it healed perfectly. 

" I joined the Warren for a few months, in 1829, under the com- 
mand of Capt. H r ; here the same rules were in existence as on 

board the Faijjield. Every officer of the deck was allowed to flog 
who, and when he pleased ; and there was one (who was afterwards 
tried by a court martial for similar acts, and suspended for two 
years, which induced him to resign) who never had the deck with- 
out flogging some person ; if he only relieved another officer to his 
meals,he would pick a fault, and flog some one before he went below. 

"There was a lieutenant on board, W. P. P., who took delight in 
whipping the cook's mate on all occasions ; but he never could draw 
any demonstration of pain from the lips of the black. He flogged 
him over the back and elsewhere, but with no better success. At 
length he made him stand upon the side ladder, and directed the 
boatswain's mate to flog him over the shins. This was the negro's 
tender part, and he shouted from pain. ' Ha, you nigger, I have 
found out your heart, have I?' at the same time smiling in savage 
barbarity, and looking forward to the men for approval of his inge- 
nuity ; but in their looks he read nothing but hatred and scorn. 

" The Captain, when a man was reported to him, never punished 
with less than two dozen lashes; and that too for an offence of 
which none were oftener guilty than himself. He would flog a 
sailor for being drunk, when his own eyes were blood-shot, and he 
was suffering from the effects of the previous night's debauch. 

" When one officer relinquishes the command of a ship of war to 
another, it is customary before so doing, either to punish or forgive 
persons who are charged with offences. But when Capt. Downes 
gave up the command of the Delaware this had not been done, 
probably at the instigation of the Commodore who wished to let his 
crew know what they might expect, by giving them a foretaste of 
his iron rule. The side was piped, the drum rolled, and the Com- 
modore rolled or hobbled over the gangway, as his flag fluttered at 
the mast-head. He bowed to the officers, and directed the first lieut. 
to bring up the prisoners, which was done, and he came to the gang- 
way with the report in his hand. 'David Burns, boatswain's mate, 
1 break you,' said the Commodore; 'strip; seize him up, and boat- 
swain's mate do your duty.' The man did so, and received two 
dozen lashes, and in the same manner he served the whole. One of 
them said, while undergoing the torture, ' O, Commodore, do forgive 
me; 1 will never get drunk again.' ' If 1 forgive you,' said the com- 
modore, 'I hope God mil never forgive me.' These were his words. 
All the prisoners were punished with two dozen each, without any 
parley or investigation as to the truth of the offences with which 
they were charged. 

" Never let American citizens in the Northern States, rail at slavery, 
or the punishment inflicted on slaves, or say that it is wrong, so long 
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as their own sons, their own flesh and blood, their own seamen, 
their own free citizens, and the men to whom they look for protec- 
tion in case of war, are daily subject to the same treatment as the 
slaves, whose degraded situation in the Southern States calls forth, 
so justly, the warmest sensibilities of the heart and nature of philan- 
thropists. The late John Randolph openly declared in the 
legislative halls of Congress, that he had witnessed more flogging 
on board the man-of-war that carried him to Russia, in a few months, 
than had taken place during ten years on his plantation, where there 
were five hundred slaves. This was asserted in the presence of our 
most enlightened statesmen, without any motion being made to 
inquire into, or correct the abuse." 

Our limits compel us to defer other extracts concerning the severity 
of punishments in our navy, and respecting its tendency to produce 
a fearful amount of intemperance and licentiousness. 

Similar disclosures respecting the army we may perhaps be able 
to give in our next number. A difficulty of recent occurrence at 
West Point, has developed the deep and irredeemable corruption 
of that war-nursery ; and when we receive the expected publication 
of facts in the case, we shall insert at least the substance of them. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rev. N. M. Harry, Home Sec'y London Peace Society, to William Ladd. 

Hackney Road, London, Dec. 17th, 1839. 
Mt dear Friend, 

I received your kind letter answering my questions, for which 
accept my best thanks. I am quite satisfied with your solution of 
the difficulty. Your letters to our dear friends, Hargreaves and 
Brockway, have also been received, and very interesting they have 
been to us. Most of them we hope to send you in print across the 
great Atlantic next January, in the Herald of Peace. * * * * 

I trust that the pacific principle is gaining ground in this country, 
though it is but slowly. A very sincere friend to the peace cause, 
a member of the Society of Friends, Mr. Christy of Stockport, has 
recently paid a visit to all the colleges in the university of Oxford, 
with a copy of our tracts, bound, as a present to the library of each 
college, and with a copy of our advertisement of the premium for a 
Prize Essay. He obtained an interview with the principals of most 
of these colleges, and, upon the whole, his mission was very satis- 
factory in its results, and highly interesting to the friends of peace. 
Mr. Christy is a most indefatigable promoter of peace, and a very 
desirable man to undertake such a mission. His spirit is so kind 
and his manners so pleasing, no one can do otherwise than respect 
him, the moment he speaks. 

I am rejoiced to see in the Patriot of yesterday, a letter from your 
Hon. Daniel Webster to the Duke of Rutland, a letter of great good 
sense and noble feeling. I have ventured to stale in a memoir 
which I have written of the Count de Sellon, and which you will see 
in the next Herald, that this is what the world wants to establish 
peace between the great powers, for great men to cultivate a mutual 
friendship and interchange visits, and especially as the Count did, 
welcome every friend of peace to his house and his heart. 



